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So how can we get about the business together of diminishing the things that rob us, our neighbors, and 

communities of life? And how can we be truly counter-cultural and not let all decision-making processes and discus-

sions get reduced to political conversations held on the binary (us vs. them) terms of a culture that feeds on the out-

rageous and where ideological purity (to the left or right) and gaining airtime via social media or the press is more 

important that actually making a concrete difference?  

These are questions I’d love to wrestle with you about, both knowing that God is unequivocally for us in 

love and that God also loves passionately and deeply people who look and act and believe very differently from us. 

Because Jesus still comes to free us – all of us – from the unclean spirits and robbers that seek to diminish the abun-

dant life God has promised all. And we have a role to play in that continuing struggle. 

Not easy stuff, Dear Partner, and I respect that you may come to a different strategy or conclusion than I 

have. Know that whatever you may do this February, you have my gratitude. For I believe that God has entrusted you 

with sufficient insight, courage, and fidelity to live with an authority that your beloved circle needs your family, and I 

am confident God will bless your fidelity. 

 

Peace,  

Pr. Noah 
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Our Mission Statement: 

“Celebrate Grace, Grow in Faith and Make a Difference” 

 

Pastor:                                     
Noah Johnson 
722-0132 (Office) 
 
Sunday Worship: 
  8:30 a.m. ~  Traditional 
10:45 a.m. ~ Contemporary 
 
Holy Communion: 
Communion is celebrated   

 on the First & Third        
 Sundays of the month.   

 
Sunday School/ 
Youth Forum: 
Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Adult Education: 
Thursdays 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Prayer Requests: 
If you have a prayer  
request, please contact      

 the church office and our         
 prayer groups will be  

notified. 
 
**Change of Address:** 
Please notify the church  
office of any change in   
address (temporary or  
permanent) as soon as  
possible.   

Church  
Information 
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Mark 1:21-28 

 

The Man with an Unclean Spirit 

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue 
and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with 
an unclean spirit, and he cried out, ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit, throw-
ing him into convulsions and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were 
all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, ‘What is this? A new teaching—
with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’ At once 
his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.  

 

 

Dear Partner in Ministry, 

Three things I’d like you to know clearly: God, indeed, stands steadfastly 

against all those forces that are keeping you down.  God is opposed to anything and 

everything that robs you of abundant life.  God is prepared to do battle with those 

who seek to rob your life of joy, meaning, and purpose. 

But then, please, know one more thing: God is willing, eager, and commit-

ted to doing all of this for you…and for all of God’s children. 

I add that because it’s so very easy to transform the “direct address”   

element of the Gospel – what the Reformers described as the pro nos “for us” or pro 

me “for me” – from an obviously personal message into a private one. That is, “for 

us” can devolve into “only for us,” or at least “for us and those who think or act or 

look like us.” 

The temptation is to define just who and what function as an “unclean 

spirit” or as I like to define as “the forces that seek to rob us of abundant life.” And 

more often than not, that gets reduced to those for whom you didn’t vote. Against 

the President? Then he’s the embodiment of the forces that rob us of abundant life. 

For the President? Then it’s his opponents. What’s problematic of this approach is 

simply that, unless you live around and with people who all agree with you, you 

will, whether unintentionally or intentionally, place those who think or feel differ-
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   Financial Overview 

(As of December, 2017) 

 

Actual Income YTD $215,780.30    Actual Expenses YTD  $221,532.05 

Budgeted Income YTD $206,650.00    Budgeted Expenses YTD $217,126.93 

Difference                      $   9,130.30        Difference                          $    4,405.12 

February 2018 Newsletter 

Holy Cross Happenings in our Church and the Community  

Holy Communion Instruction 

    Calling all 5th Graders!  Are you ready to receive Holy Communion for the first time? Or does your family need 

a refresher course on what the sacrament of Holy Communion is all about? 

Holy Communion Instruction will be given between services in Pastor Noahôs office on the following dates: March 4th, 18th 

and 25th. Students will then receive their first communion during worship on Maundy Thursday.  Students are given their own 

special chalices that they can design, decorate and then take home as reminders of their first communion. 

    In the meantime, adults and children who have not yet received their first communion and would prefer a blessing are invited to 

come forward during Holy Communion with their hands folded.  More details to come!  Any questions can be directed to Pr. Noah. 

We give our congratulations and celebrate with 
Pastor Noah, Abby and Sylvie on the baptism of  

Esm® Dagny Johnson on Sunday, January 14th.   

Welcome to the Holy Cross Family Esmé.  

Rachel Circle: 
 
 

Rachel Circle will not have a meeting in February.  We will be 

hosting the 1st Lent potluck dinner at 5:45pm on Wednesday,  

February 21st.  
 

A special thank you to Jen Kreager who attended our January 8th 

meeting and assisted us with making greeting cards which are 

sent to Holy Cross members when needed. 

 

If you have any questions about Rachel Circle please contact 

Barb Lipinski at 206-0031 or Shirley Adamczak at 279-2779. 

Naomi-Sarah Circle: 

Will meet at 10:00 AM on Tuesday, February 20th in the 

Narthex.  We will be discussing Chapter 4 of "Living a Choco-

late Life".  All are welcome!  Questions? Call Patty Toivonen at 

218-391-1038. 

ATTENTION SNOW-

BIRDS: 
 

Please let the office know if you 

havenôt already; where you would 

like your newsletter and other 

mail from Holy Cross to be sent 

while youôre gone. Leave a     

message at 218-722-0132 or drop us an email at               

holyrossduluth@gmail.com. Thank you! 

 The Church Directory is here!!!!  
 

The first printing of the Holy 

Cross Church Directory is availa-

ble! If more are needed, they will 

be available next week. Families 

please pick-up your copy in the Narthex.  

 Reminder: For the next printing of the direc-

tory, if you havenôt submitted your headshot, 

please do so. Also, if you have an updated 

email, home phone, cell or change of address 

please let the church office know so we can 

update that information for the next printing. 

Thank-you for your help in getting the infor-

mation to us!  Phone: 218-722-0132 or 

holycrossduluth@gmail.com 
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Youth Corner 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ .Ǌƛŀƴƴŀ ŀǘΥ 

 ōǊƛŀƴƴŀƪǊŀǳǎŜпI/[/ϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ         
ƛŦ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΦ      

HSHW SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY 
 

THURSDAY, February 1st and 8th  
HSHW will be from 6:00pm-8:00pm each night. 

  

Thursday,  February 15th or February 22nd  

NO HSHW 

YOUTH Wednesdayôs in February 

¶ Wednesday, February, 7th: 

 6:00-7:00–ALL Grades for Confirmation Class  

 7:00-8:30–WNS: Intro to the 30 Hour Famine 
 

¶ Wednesday, February 14: Ash Wednesday 

 7:00-7:45–Worship Service 

 ALL students expected to attend worship service 
 

¶ Wednesday, February 21st: Lent Service and Potluck 

 5:45pm–Potluck 

 7:00pm–Worship Service 

 ALL students expected to attend potluck and worship service 
 

¶ Wednesday, February 28th: Lent Service and Potluck 

 5:45pm–Potluck 

 7:00pm–Worship Service 

 ALL students expected to attend potluck and worship service 

30 Hour Famine Lock-In 

Friday, February 16th starting at 7:00pm 
through Saturday, Febru-
ary 17th at Noon. 

 

Come and participate...learn about 
kids in other countries and see 
how kids are in need of basic 
things like water, shelter and food. 
Things we take for granted. 

ently from you in the camp of the unclean spirits. 

Look, I know this isn’t easy, and perhaps to 

some will seem like ducking the issue or refusing to be 

prophetic. (And, truthfully, I  struggle with that question 

myself.) Perhaps you feel very certain about who is to 

blame or most at fault for some of the problems that 

beleaguer us. I know I often do. But I also know that I 

love and respect some people who feel very differently 

than I do. In my family. In my community. And in our 

church. And so I come back to the unsavory possibility 

that my certainty may lead me to label those who differ 

from me as “unclean” and make it all the more difficult 

for them to hear and be transformed by God’s love. 

Which is why I think it’s both wise and faithful 

to shift from trying to identify a one-to-one translation 

of the identity of the “unclean spirit” to persons or 

groups today to focusing on its visible effects. What are 

those things that rob our people of abundant life? Addic-

tion? Loss of gainful employment? Belligerent or unsafe 

working conditions? Situations where power is abused 

or harassment and discrimination tolerated? Lack of 

access to housing, education, or medical treatment? 

Conditions devoid of the hope of a better future? God is 

not simply against these things theoretically, but calls 

on the Body of Christ to address them directly and with 

courage. 

Will we all agree on the best means to face 

these challenges so that more of God’s children experi-

ence abundant life? Perhaps not. But let’s have that dis-

cussion openly and without (literally) demonizing those 

who differ from us. Which is why it’s important not 

simply to promise each other that God is against those 

things that rob us of abundant life, but also to remind 

each other that God is against those forces that rob any 

of God’s children of the life God comes to make manifest 

and offer in Jesus. 
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Food and Fellowship for February 4th will be at Noon 
              at: 

Olive Garden 
901 Mall Drive 

Duluth, Mn 55811 
218-727-2623 

 


