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Wedding Handbook

We, at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, are pleased to serve
and assist you with your wedding plans. This booklet has
been prepared to help you plan your wedding, and to
answer some basic questions that you may have. As you
meet with the pastor you will spend time discussing the
wedding ceremony itself and your hopes and dreams for
your wedding. Please take the time to carefully read the
following information. Feel free to let us know if you have
any questions.
First, in the state of Minnesota, there are two ways for
couples to marry: (1) judges perform legal matrimonial
ceremonies in a variety of settings, and (2) ordained
ministers perform legal marriages in the context of a
religious ceremony. Although having your wedding at Holy
Cross Lutheran fulfills the state requirement to be married
by an ordained minister, please note that we consider
your wedding at Holy Cross Lutheran Church to be
a sacred ceremony, and an act of worship. We pray
God’s blessing upon you and your life together.
To begin the planning process, contact the church office
administrator to check the calendar for the date of your
wedding and rehearsal and then contact the Pastor to make
sure the date is open on his schedule. Your deposit is
required to reserve your date on the church calendar. This
deposit is non-refundable.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
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1. The Pastor will schedule a time for you to meet for
counseling and consultation (which is required).
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MUSIC
The wedding service is an act of joyful celebration – and
music and song has the power to add to that celebration.
We trust that you will choose music that fits your
understandings and personalities while also fitting the
setting and sacredness of the space. At some point during
your wedding preparations you will talk about ceremony
music with the pastor, including whether you would like
congregational singing as part of the service. It is your
responsibility to arrange/hire musicians. If needed, the
pastor can assist you with an organist or other musicians
from Holy Cross (please note that all musicians/soloists
have fees for their services). You are also welcome to bring
in your own musician (organist, pianist, other
instrumentalist, soloists).

INCLUDING OTHERS IN SERVICE
If desired, we welcome you to include family and friends
during the service. They can serve as readers, or if desired
can share a short message. In consultation with one of our
pastors, outside clergy are welcome to be part of the
service, but a pastor from Holy Cross will be present at all
weddings – what role visiting clergy take in the wedding
will be based on conversation between couple and the
pastor of Holy Cross. Please note, if you choose to have an
additional pastor assist with the wedding this does not
subtract the fees for the pastor from Holy Cross.

BULLETINS

PARAMENTS

Use a printer of your choice. Holy Cross does not
provide printing of bulletins. Please consult with
pastor before you print any bulletin.

Altar and pulpit hangings are used according to the season of the
church year. They are not changed for a wedding.

RICE, BIRD SEED, RUNNERS

ALTAR FLOWERS / DECORATIONS
Due to the space limitations of our altar area, we ask that if
you are having wedding bouquets, you limit it to one
bouquet for the altar area. Use a florist of your choice. If
needed, the pastor can help you with flower colors and
their liturgical significance and help you with the use of our
brass vases and placement of other floral arrangements
around the church.

CANDLES
We have various candles and stands (wood & brass). If you
choose to have a Unity candle please note that it is the
wedding parties responsibility to purchase and bring the
unity candle, two tapers and any candle holders. If desired,
candles for the chancel and the aisle must be purchased
from the church at $2 per candle.
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Aisle runners can be dangerous to people unsteady on their
feet, please keep that in mind when considering the use of
them. For the safety of birds, we ask that you DO NOT use
rice. We also discourage the use of bird seed since it is
slippery on the sidewalks. Bubbles or bells are some
suggestions. Anything that needs to be cleaned up is not
allowed. If flower petals are used in the isle, only silk is
allowed due to possible staining.

PICTURES/VIDEOS
Pictures may be taken two hours before and one hour after
the ceremony. Photos need to be completed one-half hour
before the ceremony begins. Flash pictures may be taken
during the procession and recession. Except for the
processional and recessional, the photographer and video
camera operator are restricted to the balcony and rear of
the church behind the last pew of guests. No flash pictures
are permitted during the ceremony. Video recording of the
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ceremony is permitted if it is unobtrusive and the operator
is stationary. Please inform your photographer and video
operator of these directions.

USHERS

Rooms are available for both the bridal party and the
groom’s party. Consult with the pastor for details. These
rooms will not be locked. You may choose to leave purses,
cameras or other valuables elsewhere. The church is not
responsible for lost or stolen items.

It is strongly encouraged that you have at least two people
assigned to be ushers for your ceremony. Ushers help seat
people and may help with dismissing people following your
wedding. Ushers may be male or female. Groomsmen may
assist with ushering. Ushers need to begin seating guests at
least 20 minutes prior to ceremony. Ushers may also assist
with the lighting of candles. No guests will be seated during
the procession. Late arriving guests will be seated in the
back of the church or in the balcony (whatever causes the
least amount of disturbance).

GIFTS

MARRIAGE LICENSE

DRESSING (CHANGING ROOMS)

Gifts may be displayed in the Narthex. For security
reasons, gifts should be removed as soon as possible. The
church is not responsible for lost or stolen items.

TOBACCO USE AND ALCOHOL
Holy Cross is a tobacco-free facility. Smoking and the use
of other tobacco products and the consumption of alcoholic
beverages (except wine for Holy Communion) are not
permitted inside or anywhere on the church
grounds. It is the couple’s responsibility to see that the
wedding party abides by this policy.

REHEARSAL
All members of the wedding party, including: ushers,
parents, readers, etc. are expected to attend the rehearsal.
Everyone needs to be on time. The wedding rehearsal is
usually held the evening before the wedding day. How long
the rehearsal takes varies on the size of the wedding party,
and the ability to start the rehearsal on time. The Pastor
gives complete directions for the ceremony. Unity
candle(s), decorations, guest book, bulletins should be
brought to rehearsal.
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Wedding license applications are available at your county
courthouse. It is the responsibility of the couple to obtain
the license prior to the date of the wedding. As of the
writing of this handbook, wedding licenses in Minnesota
are valid for up to six months. You are asked to bring the
marriage license with you to the wedding rehearsal. If no
rehearsal, you are asked to bring the license into the church
office two days prior to the wedding.

CLEANUP
All materials used for the wedding need to be taken from
the church after the ceremony. The wedding couple is
responsible for assigning individuals to the tasks of
cleaning up dressing rooms, taking gifts, removing
decorations at the end of the ceremony. Please leave the
church as it was before the ceremony. Including silk
petals in the isle.

FEES
A $100 deposit (non-refundable) secures the
wedding date on the church calendar.
Additional Fees (see attached sheet) are due one week prior
to the wedding date. The Pastor will distribute checks. A
separate check needs to be issued for each individual
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offering a service. Names and fees will be provided to the
couple by the Pastor for services rendered by individuals
from Holy Cross Lutheran.

RECEPTION
Holy Cross offers its fellowship hall and outdoor space for
an additional fee. Please note that the restriction on
use of alcohol applies to wedding receptions. If
alcohol is found during receptions, the reception
will be over, and no refund given for any fees.

“We the People of Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Are a Welcoming Community
Seeking to Celebrate Grace, Grow in Faith, and Make
a Difference.”

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
410 N Arlington Ave
Duluth, Minnesota 55811
(218) 721-0132
Pastor Noah W. Johnson
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